ESTIMATED TIMELINE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW OF POST
CATASTROPHIC EVENT PROJECT ON BLM LANDS UNDER CURRENT
AUTHORITY: 16 MONTHS-2 YEARS
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The Costs of Delays

The moment a fire goes out, the clock begins to tick on any possible salvage and replanting operations. Professional
foresters know that reforestation-site preparation, planting young seedlings and protecting them for several years until
they are free 1o grow — i 8 tremendously expensive operation. Salvage logging — removing dead but still-standing trees
— is often considered a way to pay for reforestation costs, particularly because the dead trees will eventually fall. However,
a delay of one year in harvesting can mean a loss of more than 20 percent of the value of the trees, and after two years

it can be more than 40 percent, The cost of replanting simultanecusly begins to rise during this period. (See the
salvage/replanting charts on the opposite page). Fast-growing shrubs, if allowed a foothold before replanting, dramatically
reduce the growth rate of new trees as they compete for limited water and sun, This timeline shows the requirements.
for a salvage operation on BLM land if an Envirgnmental Impact Statement is required — a minimum of 16 months, and
often well aver two yvears if there are appeals and/or litigation, by which time salvage has lost nearly halfits value and
reforestation cost has gone up considerably.

Sources: National Environmental Policy Act and data provided by the US DOI Bureau of
Land Management




